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Jesusô parables have been part of worship this 

last number of weeks. Some thoughts on his 

sacred teaching stories, if you will. 

Someone asked Jesus, ñWhat is the greatest 

commandment?ò, Jesus responded, ñLove the 

lord your God with all your heart, your soul, 

your mind, and your strength; and love your 

neighbor as yourself.ò Indeed. Someone                

followed that with another 

question: ñWho is my neigh-

bor?ò Jesus responded with a 

parable: a story to show 

what he meanséGodôs way 

of life in the world. He used parables, sacred 

stories, to teach what the kingdom of heaven, 

Godôs kind of life, is like.  

One of my teachers helped a group of pastors 

with parables. She reminded us that one of             

Jesusô parables might click for you; it might 

make sense. At another time, it may not. The 

same parable will open us to Godôs way of life, 

while it may seem more confusing for someone 

else. Thatôs ok. Jesus used so many parables to 

describe so many beams of light that describe 

Godôs kingdom. Someone who may not con-

nect with farming techniques of seeds, water, 

and soil might more fully understand what itôs 

like to search for oneôs keys, wallet, or that one 

last item before leaving the house. Have you 

ever checked pockets, couch cushions, paper 

piles and thought, ñcould I have looked for 

them earlierò or ñI thought I had a place for 

them when I walk into the house so I donôt 

need to look for them all the timeò with great 

urgency? Or is that just a monologue that plays 

Pastors Page 

in this preacherôs head from time to time?  

Itôs possible no single parable Jesus tells may 

connect fully with everyone, all the time, for 

every part of life. Those who long for, and    

experience, a homecoming or a rupture in a   

relationship hear the parable of the prodigal 

son with unique notes. People who wonder, 

ñWhat in the world is God doing?ò, given all 

the messes the world seems to 

have can encounter Godôs 

truth that faith and communi-

ty grow in mysterious ways, 

not always measured by num-

bers (the parable of the Sower, for instance).   

Godôs way of life is active, it can be visible in 

church communities, people of goodwill show-

ing acts of mercy, charity, and compassion. 

The kingdom of heaven, Godôs life, remains 

visible in ways that are subtle, even if they 

donôt catch news feeds and trending social me-

dia algorithms.  

How would you describe the kingdom of God 

that you participate in? What would your      

parable look like? What would it sound like? 

Who would be involved? What kind of people? 

What parts of creation?  

What story would you tell that would describe 

Godôs way of life you notice, encounter, and 

show the world? How would you tell that     

story, here, now? Iôd love to hear from you. 

 
 

See you again in church,  

Peace ï Pr. Rich  

 

Coffee and Devos for August 
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Annual Party on the Blacktop: September 9th 

United in Serving 

Thank you! Thank you to everyone who stepped forward as part of United in Serving in our    

Summer Quarter of May, June, and July! Your service is needed and appreciated!  

Special Thanks to the United in Serving Summer Quarter Leaders: 

Rodney & Marlys Kjellberg, Rolf & Linda Paulson, and Tom & Claudette Zimney 
 

We are now entering our Fall Quarter of August, September, and October. We 

are always looking for volunteers to help on Sunday mornings with ushering, 

lectoring, serving communion and coffee hour. If you would like to sign-up to 

help volunteer on Sunday mornings, scan the QR code, sign-up in the binder  

located at the United in Serving station (down the hall from the office), or go to 

our website and click on UNITED IN SERVING on the top of our homepage.  

Itôs almost that time to kick-off our fall season with our annual Party on the                 
Blacktop! Mark your calendars now and invite your friends and neighbors for this free 
event! Watch for more information to come on ways you can help!  
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Breakfast Club Begins September 13th 



 

 5 

New for Fall: Faith Friends and Pizza!  


