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Jesus’ parables have been part of worship this 

last number of weeks. Some thoughts on his 

sacred teaching stories, if you will. 

Someone asked Jesus, “What is the greatest 

commandment?”, Jesus responded, “Love the 

lord your God with all your heart, your soul, 

your mind, and your strength; and love your 

neighbor as yourself.” Indeed. Someone                

followed that with another 

question: “Who is my neigh-

bor?” Jesus responded with a 

parable: a story to show 

what he means…God’s way 

of life in the world. He used parables, sacred 

stories, to teach what the kingdom of heaven, 

God’s kind of life, is like.  

One of my teachers helped a group of pastors 

with parables. She reminded us that one of             

Jesus’ parables might click for you; it might 

make sense. At another time, it may not. The 

same parable will open us to God’s way of life, 

while it may seem more confusing for someone 

else. That’s ok. Jesus used so many parables to 

describe so many beams of light that describe 

God’s kingdom. Someone who may not con-

nect with farming techniques of seeds, water, 

and soil might more fully understand what it’s 

like to search for one’s keys, wallet, or that one 

last item before leaving the house. Have you 

ever checked pockets, couch cushions, paper 

piles and thought, “could I have looked for 

them earlier” or “I thought I had a place for 

them when I walk into the house so I don’t 

need to look for them all the time” with great 

urgency? Or is that just a monologue that plays 

Pastors Page 

in this preacher’s head from time to time?  

It’s possible no single parable Jesus tells may 

connect fully with everyone, all the time, for 

every part of life. Those who long for, and    

experience, a homecoming or a rupture in a   

relationship hear the parable of the prodigal 

son with unique notes. People who wonder, 

“What in the world is God doing?”, given all 

the messes the world seems to 

have can encounter God’s 

truth that faith and communi-

ty grow in mysterious ways, 

not always measured by num-

bers (the parable of the Sower, for instance).   

God’s way of life is active, it can be visible in 

church communities, people of goodwill show-

ing acts of mercy, charity, and compassion. 

The kingdom of heaven, God’s life, remains 

visible in ways that are subtle, even if they 

don’t catch news feeds and trending social me-

dia algorithms.  

How would you describe the kingdom of God 

that you participate in? What would your      

parable look like? What would it sound like? 

Who would be involved? What kind of people? 

What parts of creation?  

What story would you tell that would describe 

God’s way of life you notice, encounter, and 

show the world? How would you tell that     

story, here, now? I’d love to hear from you. 

 
 

See you again in church,  

Peace – Pr. Rich  

 

Coffee and Devos for August 
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Annual Party on the Blacktop: September 9th 

United in Serving 

Thank you! Thank you to everyone who stepped forward as part of United in Serving in our    

Summer Quarter of May, June, and July! Your service is needed and appreciated!  

Special Thanks to the United in Serving Summer Quarter Leaders: 

Rodney & Marlys Kjellberg, Rolf & Linda Paulson, and Tom & Claudette Zimney 
 

We are now entering our Fall Quarter of August, September, and October. We 

are always looking for volunteers to help on Sunday mornings with ushering, 

lectoring, serving communion and coffee hour. If you would like to sign-up to 

help volunteer on Sunday mornings, scan the QR code, sign-up in the binder  

located at the United in Serving station (down the hall from the office), or go to 

our website and click on UNITED IN SERVING on the top of our homepage.  

It’s almost that time to kick-off our fall season with our annual Party on the                 
Blacktop! Mark your calendars now and invite your friends and neighbors for this free 
event! Watch for more information to come on ways you can help!  
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Breakfast Club Begins September 13th 
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New for Fall: Faith Friends and Pizza!  
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Confirmation Kick-off is set for September 16th 
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    Join Sing and Ring!                 Castaway: Save the Date  

Pride in the Park 
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Molly’s Farewell 

Thank you to all who participated and came to wish Molly a fond farewell!   

It was a lovely evening of fellowship, music, and giving thanks and praise for  

Molly and her time with us at United! We wish you all the best, Molly!  

First Phoenix Packing Event of the Season: Kick-off Sunday, Sept. 13 
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ULC June 16, 2026 Council Minutes 
United Lutheran Church Council 

Council Minutes for June 16, 2026 
Present: Ross Hammer, Brian Strom, Shannon Helseth, Cathy Williams, Joel Walz, Nancy Hughes, Becky Vakoc, 
Lucas Kindseth and Lana Beaton 

Staff Present: Pastor Rich Kramer, and Molly Haagenson 

1. Opening Prayer: An opening reflection was offered by Pastor Rich Kramer. 

2. Meeting called to Order:  President Ross Hammer called the meeting to order. 

3. Approval of the Agenda: A Motion to approve the Agenda was made and seconded  MSC 

4. Approval of Minutes of May 19, 2026:  A Motion was made to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2026, 
Council meeting with the deletion of LB who was not present but whose name appeared.  The motion was se-
conded  MSC 

5. Youth Director Transition Plan – Molly Haagenson: Recommended that the job description be listed as soon 
as possible.  Molly provided a job description she prepared as a model for what she would consider a good  
posting. 52 youth for VBS.  3 day curriculum.  New people helping w/meals.  Working on transition plan.  
Individual meetings w/ individuals/families seeking people to step up.  Working on teams to work w/
different areas of need. Main programming needs are coming together.  Some of the annually occurring events 
are still being worked on. Meeting with area churches to brainstorm about how collaborative effort can supply/
provide youth director. Working on a fall schedule.  

 Joel Walz shared that he and Julie have been working on creating a search committee for filling the Youth Min-
ister position. 

6. Old Business: 

A. Molly’s send-off: Council will be working to put together the particulars of this celebration. Potential 
activities were discussed/suggested. July 29: Molly is available.  

B. Capital Campaign: SH shared the status of the meeting that occurred and the nature of the meeting 
coming up tomorrow. 

C. Synod Assembly Re-cap:  Pastor Rich shared that Ross and Lexi Hammer, Molly Haagenson and Aria 
Kindseth (as a Christus Rex participant) along with Pastor Rich represented United Lutheran at the  
Synod Assembly on June 5th through June 7th in Fargo. Pastor Rich will be putting together a written 
summary of information that was shared about the goings on locally and throughout the county.                
Bishop Tessa re-elected for next 6 years.  Ross shared his impressions of the experience. 

7. New Business: 

A. Shalom Endowment Account:  Becky Vakoc reported that based upon the current rates of withdrawals 
there is about a year left before the Shalom Fund will be depleted.  The Council will continue to monitor 
the fund and work to clarify availability of foundation assets.  There are some funds that will be availa-
ble from the UDN closure. 

B. Radio Ministry: Ross & Nancy reported that radio broadcast costs $9,200 per year. Suby provides 
$2400 per year.  The rest is covered by sponsorships – total so far this year $762.  The sponsorships           
for the radio broadcast have been significantly decreasing over the last 4 years.  The Council will             
continue to consider weather continuation of the ministry is an effective use of limited funds. Will              
explore getting lower rates. 

C. Pr. Rich’s Time: Pastor Rich reported on pastoral acts that have been happening within the congrega-
tion during the past month.  He attended an Interim Pastor meeting w/ synod.  Working with a number 
of groups within congregation.  The assessments are in and the results will be available fairly soon.   

D. July Council Meeting: Historically, Council has not met in July.  Council was agreed that there will            
be an increased effort to remain in contact through email. 

8. Treasurer’s Report: Becky Vakoc reviewed the Treasurers Report attached. The report shows a monthly               
surplus of $1,786. There were not out of the ordinary expenses or incomes during the month.   

9. Sharing & Thanksgiving 

Lana Beaton shared that VBS was super fun.  She reflected on how blessed we are to have Molly. 

10. Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 5:30. 

11. Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer 
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Financial Summary as of June 2026 

Becky Vakoc,  

ULC Treasurer 

Giving Statements 

We are mailing out giving statements bi-annually on or before July 15 and Jan. 15. If, at 

any time throughout the year, you would like a copy of your giving statement, 

please reach out to Christine in the office and she will get you a copy. 
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Memorials and Gifts 

Thrivent Giving Opportunities 

 
 
 

THRIVENT ACTION GRANTS 
Are you a member of Thrivent? If so, did you know you can apply for Thrivent Action Grants 
($250) twice each calendar year? These grants can be used towards events like our upcoming season 
of Phoenix Packing Events (beginning September 13) where we pack food packs that provide a week-
end of food per month for students at Phoenix Elementary. For more info on how to apply, contact 
your Thrivent representative or call Thrivent Client Care at 800-847-4836. Contact the office to see 
where funds may be needed. 
 

THRIVENT  CHOICE DOLLARS 
As a member of Thrivent, you can add a gift to United. It is as easy as designating your quarterly 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to United Lutheran Church.  
You can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars by calling Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 or by                
visiting their website at www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Please reach out to your Thrivent 
representative if you have any questions.  

RADIO BROADCAST:  If you would like to sponsor a weekly broadcast the cost is $178 

per Sunday. It can be sponsored in honor or in memory of a loved one or in celebration and thanks-

giving of an important event in your life or someone you know (Anniversaries, Birthdays, Gradua-

tions). To secure the date(s) you would like to sponsor contact the church office. 

Offering Envelopes for 2027 
We are working on our 2027 offering envelope 

order and we are asking for your help!  

In an effort to be more accurate in ordering offering 

envelopes, we ask that you reach out to the 

church office and let us know if you would like   

to continue receiving them. We want to make sure 

that all those that would like to have and use           

offering envelopes get them. For those that no longer need or use them, please let the office know 

that as well.  

Please respond by August 17. You can contact Christine in the church office at 701-775-4279 or by 

email at reception@unitedgf.org . Thank you for your help and to all who have already responded! 

tel:8008474836
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Like us on facebook at United Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, ND 

United Lutheran Church 

324 Chestnut Street 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

Phone:  775-4279 - Fax:  772-8001 

Website:  www.unitedgf.org 

Email: reception@unitedgf.org 

Interim Pastor: Pr. Rich Kramer 

Church Secretary:  Christine Barta 

Bookkeeper: Becky Knutson 

Council President: Ross Hammer 

Custodian: Darren Lee 

Music Ministries Coordinator: Gretchen Kindseth 

Cathedral Choir Director: Michael Marcotte 

Sing & Ring Director: Ruth Ann Tuseth 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Loved by God. United in Christ. Living Love Out Loud. 
United Lutheran Church Missional Narrative 

 

OUR CALLING 

OUR POSTURE 

 

OUR WELCOME 


