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Worship 
W I T H  U S   

Please Mark Your Calendars and Plan to Attend!  

Season of Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday 
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WEDNESDAYS, BEGINNING FEBRUARY 25  

5:15pm - Lenten Meals - free-will offering | Fellowship Hall  

   Served by groups from United 
  

5:30pm - Sing & Ring Rehearsal | Choir Room 
 

6:15pm – Midweek Lenten Worship | Sanctuary 
 

7:00pm - Cathedral Choir, Confirmation, and Faith Friends 

Sunday worship messages and times in Lent will focus on that for which humans long: wholeness, 

community, relationship, authenticity, etc. We will encounter and reflect on these within the 

scope of our Scripture readings and our life together as church.   

Wednesday worship themes during Lent will acknowledge ways that humans can be bound, such 

as jealousy, violence, guilt, etc. and how we can be released from those. We plan to read and hear 

parts of the Joseph story in Genesis as starting places for messages and our reflections. 

Stay tuned for more information as Lent draws near! 

Season of Lent 2026 at United Lutheran Church 

Wednesday’s during the Season of Lent  
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Pastors Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This summer, the Eastern North Dakota                

Synod of the ELCA (of which United is a 

member congregation) will meet in its annual 

assembly. One item of consideration this year 

is the selection of a Bishop of the synod. That 

office is held by a Minister of Word and               

Sacrament (a pastor) in the ELCA for a term 

of 6 years.  

Members of United Lutheran can be part of 

this process! If you have the name of an 

ELCA pastor you would like to nominate for 

the office of bishop of the synod, please send 

that pastor’s name to Christine in the office 

(reception@unitedgr.org).  

An Update from the Listening Team 

We’re happy to share that we’ve entered a new phase of our intentional listening process and              

exploration of a potential capital campaign. With the guidance of our consultant, Jeff Kjellberg of 

Kairos, we are continuing to discern the future of United Lutheran Church and whether a capital 

campaign may be part of that work. 

Drawing on insights from surveys and interviews, Jeff has helped us identify an opportunity to  

reflect on and strengthen our mission as we move forward. He recently led the first of two work-

shops with the council, listening team, and staff to help us guide the congregation through this  

discernment process. 

Stay tuned for future updates and opportunities to be involved as we continue shaping the future  

of United together. 

Names brought forward will go to the church 

council to be officially nominated from Unit-

ed. The deadline for nomination is February 

12 so ULC Executive Team can add them to 

the agenda for February’s council meeting. 

We will forward the top three names selected 

at council to the secretary of the Grand Forks 

Conference of the synod for consideration at 

the Conference’s spring meeting. This year’s 

process has a few changes designed to 

streamline the process. Further information  

can be found on the synod’s website:  

www.eandsynod.org/bishop-election   

Thank you for your participation in the life   

of United in so many ways, and our shared 

service for God’s way of life in the world! 

 

Peace, 

Pr. Rich, Interim Pastor 

http://www.eandsynod.org/bishop-election
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Fat Tuesday at Mike’s Pizza  
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Lenten Book Study 

Faith and Civic Life 
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United Serves Love Feast 

Join us at United Lutheran Church 

on Sunday, Feb. 8. After our 

10:15am worship, we'll gather 

downstairs in the Fellowship Hall 

for our Annual Meeting. Don't   

worry about lunch! Our high 

school youth will be serving sub 

sandwiches, chips, and goodies for 

lunch. A free-will donation will be 

taken towards their trip to North 

Carolina for a week of service 

around flood  relief and time spent at Luther Rock Bible Camp. We hope you'll join us! 

Youth Sub Sandwich Fundraiser and Annual Meeting 

Tues., February 24, 2026  
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Breakfast Club  
• Feb. 1 – Jesus Heals Bartimaeus 

• Feb. 8 – Jesus Trusts God in the Desert 

• Feb. 15 – No Breakfast Club, President’s Day 

• Feb. 22 – Jairus Trusts Jesus 

 

Faith Friends  
• Feb. 4 – Jesus Heals Bartimaeus 

• Feb. 11 – Jesus Trusts God in the Desert 

• Feb. 18 – Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm, no class 

• Feb. 25 – Jairus Trusts Jesus 
 

Confirmation 
• Feb. 4 – Life of Paul: Conversion 

• Feb. 11 – Life of Paul: spreading the Gospel 

• Feb. 18 – Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm, no class 

• Feb. 25 – Letters of Paul: Romans 

Youth Education in February 

Breakfast Club 
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Coffee & Devos in February 

Molly’s Egyptian Experience 
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The WoodPicks are Coming Back to United! 
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United in Serving Spring Quarter 

What is United in Serving?  
United in Serving gives each member of United Lutheran Church the opportunity to step              

forward and be a part of assisting in the worship life of the congregation. Every Sunday morning, 

people are needed to serve the following roles: Lector, Ushers, Communion Servers, and    

Coffee Hour hosts. 
 

What if its not my assigned quarter? Can I still serve? Absolutely! If you like to read,            

enjoy ushering, find serving communion to be a meaningful experience, or find baking to share 

with others brings you joy – great! Even if it is not your assigned quarter, please check the sign 

up for the upcoming Sunday. If we’re in need of worship assistants, your involvement and              

service is welcome at any time! 
 

How do I volunteer?  
For more information on where help is needed and to sign-up, go 

to https://signup.com/go/UyFBjVj which can be found at the QR 

code below or by checking out the binder located at the new 

United in Serving sign-up station (see picture) located down 

the hall toward the office. Here you can see what is needed the 

for the following weeks and sign-up. You are encouraged to 

check it out weekly and if you see a need, please sign-up to help 

where you can! Please contact the church office with any            

questions. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Winter Volunteer Leaders! 
Thank you to Nick & Lanae Brown, Ken & Loretta Svedjan, Joel and Hayley Svedjan Walz, and 

Rick & Linda Westby for a fabulous job of leading the charge for the winter quarter, and to all 

those who volunteered!  
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Thank You’s! 



 

 12 

Memorials and Gifts      

Financial Summary 

Our sympathy to the family of Pastor Tim Johnson, who passed away Jan. 24, 2026. 

Excerpt taken from his obituary:  

In the fall of 1971, Tim entered Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. He spent his in-
ternship year in St. Petersburg, FL, and was ordained at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Moorhead on August 24, 1975. He began his ministry as an assistant pastor at Zion 
Lutheran in Ashley, ND. On May 1, 1977, Tim married Susan (Thompson). They 
spent two years together in Ashley before moving with a newborn son to St. Paul, 
MN, for graduate study. In May 1980, Tim accepted a call to Zion Lutheran in Cot-
tage Grove, MN. Five years later the family welcomed a baby girl. In 1988, Tim be-
gan a ten-year tenure as senior pastor of United Lutheran in Grand Forks, ND, culmi-

nating the year after the flood of 1997.  

A funeral service for Tim will be held 11 a.m. Friday, January 30, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 213 8th St 
S, Moorhead, with visitation an hour before at the church. In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial 
gifts to Concordia College and Trinity Lutheran Church. 

The full obituary can be found at Wright Funeral Home’s website at www.wrightfuneral.com/obituaries/
reverend-timothy-johnson or at the QR code provided.  

Sharing Our Joys and Sorrows 
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Like us on facebook at United Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, ND 

Home of  

United Lutheran Church 

324 Chestnut Street 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

Phone:  775-4279 - Fax:  772-8001 

Website:  www.unitedgf.org 

Email: reception@unitedgf.org 

Sunday Morning Broadcast: 

KNOX 1310AM - 10:15am 

Interim Pastor: Pr. Rich Kramer 

Dir. of Youth & Family Ministry: Molly Haagenson 

Church Secretary:  Christine Barta 

Bookkeeper: Becky Knutson 

Council President: Ross Hammer 

Custodian: Darren Lee 

Music Ministries Coordinator: Gretchen Kindseth 

Cathedral Choir Director: Michael Marcotte 

Sing & Ring Director: Ruth Ann Tuseth 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

OUR VISION: The vision of United Lutheran is to be an                  

embracing community of joy and hope, nurturing life transforming 

relationships with Jesus Christ, one another, and the world.  

OUR MISSION: The mission of United Lutheran Church: We are      

United, proclaiming God’s salvation by welcoming all to LIVE, 

LEARN, and SHARE the LOVE of Jesus Christ.  

OUR WELCOME: United Lutheran Church embraces the gift of God’s love for all                

creation. We rejoice in the way diversity informs, nurtures, and enriches the life and               

ministry we share. In a world that is often unloving, we are called by the Gospel to be 

workers for justice, peace, and healing. Wherever you are on your faith journey, we              

welcome all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities and 

expressions, physical and mental abilities, educational levels, family configurations, and 

economic realities. We commit to the ongoing work of Jesus’ welcome for all. 


