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Please Mark Your (alendars and Plan to Atiend!

ULC 2026 (I3 FORUM

Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026 | 11:30am | Room 106

Come to Room 106 following worship on Sunday,
/-\ February 1to learn about United’s proposed budget for
2026 and review last year's budget. A budget is the
intentions of the congregation and it's ministry plans for
the coming year. Learn about what we have done the

previous year and our plans and goails for the future.

ANNUAL<-MEETING

Sunday, February 8, 2026 | FIIowshlp Hall Following Worship

Join us on Sunday, February 8th for our ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION following our
10:15am worship, that will be held in conjunction
with a Sub Sandwich Fundraiser hosted by United’'s
youth heading to North Carolina this summer.

SR

Sub
Sandwich
Fundraiser
hosted hy
ULG youth!

We need a quorum of 75 people to complete the
business that sets United Lutheran in motion for a
new year in which to LIVE, LEARN, and SHARE the love
of Jesus Christ. Please make plans to attend. _[ ‘

Season oi Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday

Ash Wedresdlay Wml‘ipf‘)

Wednesday, February 18 | 7pm | Sanctuary
Worship includes the Imposition of Ashes and Communion.

The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. Lent is a time of reflection,
repentance, and spiritual growth. As the ashes are marked on our foreheads
we remember both our mortality and the baptismal promise of new life.
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Season oi Lent 2026 at United Lutheran Church

Censon of [ent 2026
UNBOUND
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Sunday worship messages and times in Lent will focus on that for which humans long: wholeness,
community, relationship, authenticity, etc. We will encounter and reflect on these within the
scope of our Scripture readings and our life together as church.

Wednesday worship themes during Lent will acknowledge ways that humans can be bound, such
as jealousy, violence, guilt, etc. and how we can be released from those. We plan to read and hear
parts of the Joseph story in Genesis as starting places for messages and our reflections.

Stay tuned for more information as Lent draws near!

Wednesday’s during the Season oi Lent

Wednesday, February 18 | 7pm | Sanctuary &
Worship includes the Imposition of Ashes and Communion.

WEDNESDAYS. BEGINNING FEBRUARY 25

5:15pm - Lenten Meals - free-will offering | Fellowship Hall
Served by groups from United

5:30pm - Sing & Ring Rehearsal | Choir Room
6:15pm — Midweek Lenten Worship | Sanctuary

7:00pm - Cathedral Choir, Confirmation, and Faith Friends
2



Pastors Page

EaND Synod
Bishop Election

This summer, the Eastern North Dakota
Synod of the ELCA (of which United is a
member congregation) will meet in its annual
assembly. One item of consideration this year
is the selection of a Bishop of the synod. That
office is held by a Minister of Word and
Sacrament (a pastor) in the ELCA for a term
of 6 years.

Members of United Lutheran can be part of
this process! If you have the name of an
ELCA pastor you would like to nominate for
the office of bishop of the synod, please send
that pastor’s name to Christine in the office
(reception@unitedgr.org).

Names brought forward will go to the church
council to be officially nominated from Unit-
ed. The deadline for nomination is February
12 so ULC Executive Team can add them to
the agenda for February’s council meeting.
We will forward the top three names selected
at council to the secretary of the Grand Forks
Conference of the synod for consideration at
the Conference’s spring meeting. This year’s
process has a few changes designed to
streamline the process. Further information
can be found on the synod’s website:
www.eandsynod.org/bishop-election

Thank you for your participation in the life
of United in so many ways, and our shared
service for God’s way of life in the world!

Peace,

Pr. Rich, Interim Pastor

An Update irom the Lisiening Team

We’re happy to share that we’ve entered a new phase of our intentional listening process and
exploration of a potential capital campaign. With the guidance of our consultant, Jeff Kjellberg of
Kairos, we are continuing to discern the future of United Lutheran Church and whether a capital
campaign may be part of that work.

Drawing on insights from surveys and interviews, Jeff has helped us identify an opportunity to
reflect on and strengthen our mission as we move forward. He recently led the first of two work-
shops with the council, listening team, and staff to help us guide the congregation through this
discernment process.

Stay tuned for future updates and opportunities to be involved as we continue shaping the future
of United together.


http://www.eandsynod.org/bishop-election

Fat Tuesday at Mike’s Piz1a

Mike's Pizza & Pub- 411 2nd St NW, EGF
Tuesday, February 17" 7:00pm - 9:00pm

Craft beer & sodas. Ice Cream. Games. Connection.

The news has been heavy. The world feels loud, divided, and
exhausting—and its been a long winter season. Before Lent begins,
we’re creating space to pause, breathe, and be together.

Join us for Fat Tuesday at Mike’s Pizza & Pub for a laid-back evening
of drinks, food, and conversation. All ages are welcome - we’ll get food
to share. There is ice cream and games for kids! This is a night for
United folks and friends —one where grief, stress, uncertainty, and
hope all exist at the same time. There will be no sermons and no
pressure—just honest connection and the reminder that we don’'t have
to carry everything alone as we head into the Lenten season. Come as
you are!



Lenten Book Study

LENTEN BOOK STUDY

During Feb. and March, United will be
participating in a community-wide book
RED STATE study of Red State Christians, by ELCA
CHRISTIANS pastor Angela Denker. The plan is to

conclude the study with a visit from the

j ','0".. .; S ".% . . .
ot ,"‘.1‘ A author. Books will be provide. Please join us!
"' '""' it

! t
.é,. "u' w?.m.

Mondays 7-8PM
Understanding the Voters ULC Loun ge
Who Elected Donald Trump .
Starting Feb. 23

* k Kk Kk Kk Kk

ANGELA DENKER

Faith and Civic Liie

Faith and Civic Life

The Faith and Civic Life team at United is
working to raise awareness of the social
statement adopted by The ELCA Churchwide
Assembly in 2025. The full title of the
document is “Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the
Well-being of All”

Our goal is to provide opportunities to study
the document together as we discern United’s
call to implementation and faithful action.



United Serves Love Feast

United Serves the Love Feast

Tues., February 24, 2026
Serving 5:30pm-6:30pm
Zion United Methodist Church
1001 24th Ave S in Grand Forks

The Love Feast is a collaboration of 11 churches in the GF area that serve
a free meal at Zion on the last Tuesday of each month. All are welcome!

Volunteers needed!

Prep and Set-up: 4 People at ULC, 3-4:00 PM
Food Transport: 3 people at 4:15

Servers: 12 people 4:30-6:30 PM

Clean-up: 6 to clean-up and transport

items back to ULC 6:30-7:30

Sign up with QR code, at our website or at ushers’ table outside sanctuary.

Y0lllll SIlll Sall(lWlCll Fundraiser and Annual Meeting
Z ; Join us at United Lutheran Church
SUB s ANDWic H on Sunday, Feb. 8. After our
10:15am worship, we'll gather
FUNDR AESE R downstairs in the Fellowship Hall
: for our Annual Meeting. Don't

+ ANNUAL MEET'NG worry about lunch! Our high

g school youth will be serving sub

su“day#eb 8th o sandwiches, chips, and goodies for

" 15am FB"?WShlp Hﬂ:" lunch. A free-will donation will be

taken towards their trip to North

Carolina for a week of service
around flood relief and time spent at Luther Rock Bible Camp. We hope you'll join us!
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Youth Education in February
BREAKFAST CLUB g

. Feb. 1 —Jesus Heals Bartimaeus

. Feb. 8 — Jesus Trusts God in the Desert

. Feb. 15 — No Breakfast Club, President’s Day
. Feb. 22 — Jairus Trusts Jesus

FAITH FRIENDS

« Feb. 4 — Jesus Heals Bartimaeus
« Feb. 11 — Jesus Trusts God in the Desert
. Feb. 18 — Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm, no class

Feb. 25 — Jairus Trusts Jesus

CONFIRMATION

Feb. 4 — Life of Paul: Conversion
. Feb. 11 — Life of Paul: spreading the Gospel

Feb. 18 — Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm, no class
. Feb. 25 — Letters of Paul: Romans

Breakiast Club
e
cAKFAST
s
Would you help support

Breakfast Club?

We are looking for one or two
Thrivent Action Grants to support
our breakfast items & this growing
ministry! please email Molly at
unitedgfyouth@gmail.com

1



Coiiee & Devos In February

. Joinus for Coffee and Devos!
./ Wednesday February 11th* and 25th
10:30am | ULC Lounge

*Join us on Feb. 11th as Molly shares her
Egyptian Adventures with us! All are welcomel!

Molly’s Egyptian Experience

Join us in hearing about ....

Molly’s Egypt Experience!

Wed. Feb. 11" coffee & devos 10:30am - 11:30am Lounge
Sunday Feb. 22" During Coffee Hour after worship in the Lounge




The WoodPicks are Coming Back 1o United!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW for Sunday, March 8th
for our Blugrass and BBQ Open House featuring:

. SN

Pre-Worship music begins at 10am | Sanctuary
Bluegrass Worship at 10:15am | Sanctuary
BBQ Meal at 11:15am with Free-will Offering | Fellowship Hall

Please help us spread the word and invite your friends and neighbors! All are welcome!

Volunteers are needed for the following: m

Here is how you can help!
e Help set-up on Saturday, 3/7 at 9am
Bring 3 dozen bars. Bring to the kitchen by 9am, Sunday, 3/8.
8 people to help serve in the kitchen at 11:15am on 3/8
6 people to help serve on the floor at 11:15am on 3/8
6 people to help clean-up beginning at 12:30pm on 3/8

If you would be interested in sponsoring The WoodPicks, please contact the church office.

T Yes, | can help! Here's how...
@ THE S - If you are able to help, please fill out the form below and return
VAG@GE PIE S it to the church office, place it in the offering plate, or sign-up at
'7,, e B A the QR code provided above. Thank you for your consideration!
RN
Name(s):
Phone: Email:

Here is how | can help:




United in Serving Spring Quarter

Uil 1\ SERVIING

LUTHERAN CHURCH

What is United in Serving?

United in Serving gives each member of United Lutheran Church the opportunity to step
forward and be a part of assisting in the worship life of the congregation. Every Sunday morning,
people are needed to serve the following roles: Lector, Ushers, Communion Servers, and
Coffee Hour hosts.

What 1f its not my assigned quarter? Can I Still Serve? Absolutely! If you like to read,

enjoy ushering, find serving communion to be a meaningful experience, or find baking to share
with others brings you joy — great! Even if it is not your assigned quarter, please check the sign
up for the upcoming Sunday. If we’re in need of worship assistants, your involvement and
service is welcome at any time!

How do I volunteer?

For more information on where help is needed and to sign-up, go
to https://signup.com/go/UyFBjVj which can be found at the QR
code below or by checking out the binder located at the new
United in Serving sign-up station (see picture) located down
the hall toward the office. Here you can see what is needed the
for the following weeks and sign-up. You are encouraged to
check it out weekly and if you see a need, please sign-up to help
where you can! Please contact the church office with any
questions. Thank you!

Thank you to our Winier Volunteer Leaders!

Thank you to Nick & Lanae Brown, Ken & Loretta Svedjan, Joel and Hayley Svedjan Walz, and
Rick & Linda Westby for a fabulous job of leading the charge for the winter quarter, and to all
those who volunteered!
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Thank You’s!

620 8th Avenue South, Grand Forks, ND 58201 / 701.795.8614

& '
“g ST-JOSEPH'S

stjosephssocialcaregf.org

1/12/26

Christine Barta

United Lutheran Church
324 Chestnut Street
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Dear Christine,

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social Care, thank you to United Lutheran Church for your generous donation
of $425 to support the St. Joseph Food Pantry, raised through your Good Gifts Christmas Fair. We are
deeply grateful that you chose our Food Pantry as a beneficiary of this meaningful event.

Your generosity helps ensure that individuals and families in our community have access to nutritious
food during times of need, especially during the winter months, when demand is highest. Support from
faith communities like United Lutheran Church truly makes a difference for our neighbors.

Please extend our sincere thanks to everyone involved in organizing and participating in the Good Gifts
Christmas Fair. We are honored to partner with you in caring for our community.

Mickey M
Executive Director
St. Joseph’s Social Care

<2 Global Friends Coalition

Fostering New American Intergration in the Greater Gran

o™

January 18, 2026

United Lutheran Church
324 Chestnut Street
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Dear Members of United Lutheran Church,

Wow! What a generous gift. Your Good for Christmas Fair is a blessing! On behalf of the Global
Friends Coalition, | want to extend our deepest thanks for your generous donation.

Your support is making a difference in the lives of New Americans and their journey toward
safety, stability, and belonging in our community. Because of donors like you, we are able to
continue offering vital services to refugees and immigrants—helping them navigate the
challenges they face as they rebuild their lives in North Dakota. Your contribution goes directly
toward programs that provide housing, language support, and community integration services.

In light of the shifting federal landscape and the increased challenges faced by refugees, your
support is essential. As the needs grow, we are more grateful than ever for compassionate
individuals like you who understand the importance of stepping up during times of uncertainty,

Our Global Friends staff and board thank you for your generous gift of $1,725.00 which will

make an enduring impact. Together, we are helping to create a community where all can
thrive.

With gratitude,
Cphe H At

Cynthia H. Shabb, Ph.D.
Executive Director

. ’Tf\:HJ‘/r //;X ’ /Z |
! > U %{),

,,\(E;‘) Wi |

ek e >

The IRS allows you to deduct this contribution as an itemized deduction. No goods or services were
provided in exchange for your contribution.

Christus Rex Lutheran Campus Center
3012 University Ave
Grand Forks, ND 58201

CHRISTUS REX

lutheran campus ministry

Thank you for your generous gift and faithful support of Christus Rex!

Your generosity is more than a donation—it is a true partnership in this ministry. Because of you, stu-
dents experience not only meaningful programs and resources, but a community rooted in God's radi-
cal hospitality, where they are known, welcomed, and deeply valued.

Your generosity is a sign of your commitment to this place and to the students who find their way here,
We are grateful to walk alongside you in this important ministry, and we thank you for believing in the
vital work of our church—a waork of welcome, care, and deep belonging.

B e

Pastor Aaron Bye
Campus Pastor // Executive Director
UND Class of ‘07

Date: Year 2025
Tax ID: 45-0283172
Giving Reciept Attached

of our most loyal friends have included OBA in their will,
uld you consider naming OBA as a beneficiary in yours?
Leave the Legacy you live by.

D

~an Church
_aut Street
“aud Forks, ND 58201-4664 Operation
Bootstrap Africa

7100 Nerthland Circle N
Suite 403

Minneapolis, MN 55428
T: 612.871.4980

Toll: 1.888.7551318

info@bootstrapafrica.arg

Dear Friends at United Lutheran Church, www.bootstrapafrica.org

Tl_lank you for your generous support of Operation Bootstrap Africa. Your investment
of $5,820.00 is doing more than transforming individual lives—it is empowering an entire
generation of Tanzanians to care for Tanzanians.

Date Amount Fund

1/14/2026 $1,900.00 Nursing College Scholarships
1/14/2026 $2,075.00 ALMTC Capital Campaign
1/14/2026 $1,845.00 Moringe Sokoine Secondary School

For each nursing student, your support provides a life-changing opportunity. These
scholarships offer not just education, but a future filled with good pay, benefits, job security,
and the chance for advancement. For young women, particularly those from traditional '
lifestyles, this means something even more profound: self-determination and financial
independence. The ripple effects of this empowerment are truly extraordinary.

But the impact of your generosity goes far beyond one student. When vou train a nurse,
you're also touching the lives of thousands of patients they will serve over the course of their
career. Your support equips these students to address critical healtheare needs in their
communities, from saving lives in rural clinics to leading advancements in hospitals.

Your commitment is not just changing one life; it is serving Africa. On behalf of the students
whose dreams you've 171ade possible and the countless people they will care for in the future,
thank you for your belief in this mission. Togethey, we are building a brighter, healthier

future. g /
With heartfell-gratitude, (A;—(/%
~ e ’

For 60 years Operation Baotstrap Africa has been making a difference in Africa as an
indlependent 50103, Charity Navigator has recognized OBA as ane of the mast fiscally
respansible organizations in the US for 12 years running with 6 474 rating. Your contribution

ecutiﬁ Director

edu
is tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Flease keep this letter s your tax receipt. hild
Trvicrisagy Vo 000ds or services were provided in exchange for your gift  EIN:A1-6051952 chitdres
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Memorials and Glits

QUILTERS UNDESIGNATED
In Memory of ... In Memory of ...
Ellen Nottestad by Gary & Sally Masilko Marlys Moen by Rodney & Marlys Kjellberg

Marlys Moen by Darrell Nottestad SPONSORED RADIO BROADCASTS

January 18th given in Memory of Orien & Delores

ULC YOUTH TRIP Bratvold by Sandra Ruud
by ULCW

Sharing Our Joys and SOrrows

Our sympathy to the family of Pastor Tim Johnson, who passed away Jan. 24, 2026.

Excerpt taken from his obituary:

In the fall of 1971, Tim entered Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. He spent his in-
ternship year in St. Petersburg, FL, and was ordained at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Moorhead on August 24, 1975. He began his ministry as an assistant pastor at Zion
Lutheran in Ashley, ND. On May 1, 1977, Tim married Susan (Thompson). They
spent two years together in Ashley before moving with a newborn son to St. Paul,
MN, for graduate study. In May 1980, Tim accepted a call to Zion Lutheran in Cot-
tage Grove, MN. Five years later the family welcomed a baby girl. In 1988, Tim be-
gan a ten-year tenure as senior pastor of United Lutheran in Grand Forks, ND culmi-
nating the year after the flood of 1997.

A funeral service for Tim will be held 11 a.m. Friday, January 30, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 213 8" St
S, Moorhead, with visitation an hour before at the church. In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial
gifts to Concordia College and Trinity Lutheran Church.

The full obituary can be found at Wright Funeral Home’s website at www.wrightfuneral.com/obituaries/
reverend-timothy-johnson or at the QR code provided.

Financial Summary

Income/Expense Statement

Dec 2025 Dec 2025 Dec 2024 2025 YTD % OF 2025 Annual
Actuals Budget Actuals Actuals BUDGET YTD Budget
{Income:
Regular Offering 32,668.99 29,583.33 41,764.70  332,179.37 94% 355,000.00
Other Receipts 6,271.93 12,083.33 11,619.86 84,835.85 59% 145,000.00
Restricted Contributions 23,786.00 15,461.17 20,951.27 278,345.10 150% 185,534.00
TOTAL 62,726.92 57,127.83 74,335.83  695,360.32 101% 685,534.00
réxpenses:
Administrative Ministry 1,697.23 2,720.83 2,913.73 39,714.32 122% 32,650.00
Generosity Ministry 143.59 116.67 332.38 994.24 71% 1,400.00
Evangelism & Congregational Care 1,201.37 2,133.33 2,327.06 26,849.48 105% 25,600.00
Community Outreach Ministry 2,300.00 1,718.75 2,970.00 20,089.61 97% 20,625.00
Physical Property Ministry 13,047.30 15,000.00 20,219.34 206,142.31 115% 180,000.00
Staff Support Ministry 37,351.64 33,709.08 41,656.77 410,518.39 101% 404,509.00
Youth, Family & Education Ministry 2,196.31 1,729.17 620.85 20,129.75 97% 20,750.00
TOTAL 57,937.44 57,127.83 70,940.13 724,438.10 106% 685,534.00
Surplus / Short fall 4,789.48 0.00 3,395.70  -29,077.78 0.00
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United Lutheran Church CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
324 Chestnut Street

Grand Forks, ND 58201

Phone: 775-4279 - Fax: 772-8001

Website: www.unitedgf.org

Email: reception@unitedgf.org

Sunday Morning Broadcast:

KNOX 1310AM - 10:15am

Interim Pastor: Pr. Rich Kramer

Dir. of Youth & Family Ministry: Molly Haagenson
Church Secretary: Christine Barta

Bookkeeper: Becky Knutson

Council President: Ross Hammer

Custodian: Darren Lee

Music Ministries Coordinator: Gretchen Kindseth
Cathedral Choir Director: Michael Marcotte

Sing & Ring Director: Ruth Ann Tuseth

DONATE
ONLINE!

To make an online donation to
United Lutheran Church now,
please scan the QR code above.

n Like us on facebook at United Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, ND

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
Grand Forks, N Dak.
PERMIT No. 163

()
§=:52, Home of
Y United Day
X Nursery

LEARN, and SHARE the LOVE of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION: The vision of United Lutheran is to be an
embracing community of joy and hope, nurturing life transforming
relationships with Jesus Christ, one another, and the world.

United, proclaiming God’s salvation by welcoming all to LIVE,

We are a

OUR MISSION: The mission of United Lutheran Church: We are @wmqu i (hriat

Congregation

OUR WELCOME: United Lutheran Church embraces the gift of God’s love for all
creation. We rejoice in the way diversity informs, nurtures, and enriches the life and
ministry we share. In a world that is often unloving, we are called by the Gospel to be
workers for justice, peace, and healing. Wherever you are on your faith journey, we
welcome all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities and
expressions, physical and mental abilities, educational levels, family configurations, and
economic realities. We commit to the ongoing work of Jesus’ welcome for all.
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