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Worship 
W I T H  U S   

Alleluia Offering for the Season of Easter: April 5 - May 17 
 
 

This Easter season, as a way of giving thanks to God, you are invited to give a 
special Alleluia Offering. An Alleluia Offering is an offering given in addition 
to our usual Sunday offering as a way of reflecting our joy in the new life given 
to us in Jesus' resurrection. Your gift will be an Alleluia of thanks! 
 
 

Special Alleluia Offering envelopes are available on the ushers tables  
and you can place them in the offering plate or bring to the church office! 
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The apostle Paul began some of his communi-

cation with churches he was connected to with 

a greeting of “I thank God when I think of 

you.” That’s a good model for gratitude.   

A few years ago, I purchased the book, Then 

Sings My Soul, by Robert Morgan. Morgan 

provides stories of how some of the longest-

lasting Christian songs and hymns originated. 

One can learn about people who composed 

their music and words. Simply put, Morgan 

writes short histories of how great Christian 

music came to be. After reading one story in 

the book, I thank God for two people: 

Firstly, I thank God for Anna B. Warner. Anna, 

along with her sister, Susan, became a prolific 

writer in the mid 1800’s to help financially sup-

port their family. They wrote over 100 publica-

tions. One of their more successful projects was 

the book Say and Seal. From this story, came 

the words, written by Anna and spoken by a 

character living in a most difficult time: “Jesus 

loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

I thank God for Anna, for using her God-given 

gift of writing powerful stories that draw-in 

readers and lead us into Jesus’ message in the 

Bible.  

Secondly, I thank God for William B. Brad-

bury, a hymn writer from the New England re-

gion of the U.S., himself a contemporary of the 

Warner sisters. When William read the story 

and words noted above written by Anna, he 

composed music to accompany them. The new-

Pastors Page 

ly composed song, “Jesus loves me,” soon be-

came the most well-known and beloved chil-

dren’s songs in the Church, and beyond. I 

thank God for William, for using his God-

given gift of placing the right notes in the right 

place at the right time. The notes he composed 

and arranged have become part of my “audible 

muscle memory of faith,” just as muscle 

memory kicks in when I ride a bike each 

spring.  

Perhaps we don’t compose music. Perhaps we 

don’t write stories and poems that impact mil-

lions. Still, we all can impact the world, for 

good, in God’s name. The impact God makes 

through us may not become apparent for gener-

ations, and it still matters. 

For whom have you given thanks to God re-

cently? Family members? Friends? A stranger 

who helped your day or week improve? As we 

celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and new life 

this Easter season, how would you like some-

one to be thankful to God for you?  

I thank God for Anna and William. They used 

their God-given abilities to make a positive dif-

ference in the world and to help others know 

Jesus. Friends at United, I thank God for you 

as you do the same. See you again in church! 
 

 

See you in church,  

Peace – Pr. Rich  

Coffee and Conversations with Pastor Rich 

As part of Pr. Rich’s interim work at United, you are invited to join 

him and one another for “Coffee and Conversations.” Join us for 

one of three gatherings this spring: Wednesday, April 15 at 10 

a.m.; Thursday, April 23 at 6:30 p.m. and a date in May. At each 

of these 60- to 90-minute gatherings, we will reflect on our shared 

ministry, learn about how change and transition can work in a church, 

and consider some thoughts about next steps in the transition process. We’re all sure to learn                

something! Please contact Pr. Rich for planning and refreshment preparation purposes. Thank you!  
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From the Listening Committee 

An Update from the Listening Committee 
We are grateful for the many ways you care about the future of our church and want to share a 

brief update on our work. 

We continue work to prepare for a capital campaign, which would likely launch in the fall of 2026. 

We are finalizing a new missional statement to help clarify our shared purpose and guide deci-

sions, especially during this time of pastoral transition. 

As part of this process, we are inviting community members to tour our building and offer ideas for 

how our space can better support our ministry and potentially generate revenue. In the coming 

weeks, congregation members will also be invited to share your own ideas and hopes as we              

discern next steps together. 
 

 

~ Important Dates to add to your calendar! ~ 
Following our Holy Week and Easter services members of the Listening Team and a couple of our 

youth will share portions of the missional narrative through their own faith stories.  
 

Please join us for worship the following Sundays as we share the work we’ve been doing 

• April 12: Our Calling, Lana Beaton 

• April 19: Our Welcoming Community, Jim Bollman, Jr., and Creating Space for All, Darren Lee 

• April 26: Cultivating Relationships, Jonah Helseth, and Honoring Difference, Stella Beaton 

• May 3: Taking Faithful Risks, Cathy Williams, and Our Posture, Shannon Helseth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to continuing this work as a congregation. 
 

With appreciation,  

The Listening Committee 

Coffee and Devos 

Also on April 26, Pastor Rich will be hosting a Legacy Celebration 
Meal following worship in the Fellowship Hall, where we encourage 
members to celebrate our history and share their ideas for the future.  
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Thank You’s! 
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Easter Pancake Breakfast Youth Fundraiser 

April Dinner Church - Please RSVP! 
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Breakfast Club  
• 5 – no BC, join us for Easter Pancake Fundraiser and worship! 

• 12 – The Empty Tomb 

• 19 – The Emmaus Encounter 

• 26 – Breakfast on the Beach 

 

Faith Friends  
• 1 – no class, Join Holy Week services 

• 8 – Spring into Spring event at Northern Air, 5pm – 7pm 

• 15 – The Empty Tomb 

• 22 – The Emmaus Encounter 

• 29 – Breakfast on the Beach 

 

Confirmation 
• 1 - no class, Join Holy Week services 

• 8 – Spring into Spring event at Northern Air 5pm – 7pm 

• 15 –  Revelation 

• 22 – Community Building 

• 29 – Art Project 

Youth Education in April 

First Communion Will Be Received at Maundy Thursday Worship  
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Spring Into Spring Event Set for April 8th!  

Youth Trip Raffle Fundraiser! 
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Financial Summary as of February 2026 

Property budget is higher due to a one time payment for wind/hail insurance and snow removal.  

Youth, family and education budget is higher due to the deposit being paid for the summer trip.  

 

Becky Vakoc,  

ULC Treasurer 
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Like us on facebook at United Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, ND 

United Lutheran Church 

324 Chestnut Street 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

Phone:  775-4279 - Fax:  772-8001 

Website:  www.unitedgf.org 

Email: reception@unitedgf.org 

Interim Pastor: Pr. Rich Kramer 

Dir. of Youth & Family Ministry: Molly Haagenson 

Church Secretary:  Christine Barta 

Bookkeeper: Becky Knutson 

Council President: Ross Hammer 

Custodian: Darren Lee 

Music Ministries Coordinator: Gretchen Kindseth 

Cathedral Choir Director: Michael Marcotte 

Sing & Ring Director: Ruth Ann Tuseth 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

OUR VISION: The vision of United Lutheran is to be an                  

embracing community of joy and hope, nurturing life transforming 

relationships with Jesus Christ, one another, and the world.  

OUR MISSION: The mission of United Lutheran Church: We are      

United, proclaiming God’s salvation by welcoming all to LIVE, 

LEARN, and SHARE the LOVE of Jesus Christ.  

OUR WELCOME: United Lutheran Church embraces the gift of God’s love for all                

creation. We rejoice in the way diversity informs, nurtures, and enriches the life and               

ministry we share. In a world that is often unloving, we are called by the Gospel to be 

workers for justice, peace, and healing. Wherever you are on your faith journey, we              

welcome all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities and 

expressions, physical and mental abilities, educational levels, family configurations, and 

economic realities. We commit to the ongoing work of Jesus’ welcome for all. 


