
 

 

Welcome to worship at United Lutheran Church. We are glad you are here!  
 

P                                                                                                  Yen Lee Loh  

W   A  

C   F *  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

All: Amen.  

P: Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

P: Compassionate God,  

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free our-
selves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden   
is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christôs name we pray, Amen.   

P: Jesus says, ñCome to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.ò In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your 
sins are forgiven. Rest in Godôs love.  

All: Amen.   
 

G  H                     For the Beauty of the Earth                   ELW  Hymn #879 
 
 
 
 

G  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the                
Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.   
 

P    D 
P: Let us pray.   

All: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, 

and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-

ior and Lord. Amen  
 

M  T  M            Take Up Your Cross        Rebecaa Heigaard McGurran 

Yen Lee Loh, piano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please stand                          
as you are able.  
  

In preparation for     
worship we make               
confession of our sins 
to God asking for Godôs 
forgiveness for all our 
failures to live as God 
intends. ñIf we say that 
we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, [God] 
who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.ò   
(1 John 1:8-9) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
The main thoughts of     
the day are collected, or                     
summarized in this short 
prayer. The prayers for the 
season of the church year 
have come to us from     
the rich treasury of the 
church's heritage. 

 

 
 

14th Sunday After Pentecost  |  august 30, 2026  |  Worship at 10:15am  



 

F  L                                       Jeremiah 15:15-21 

P   Psalm 26:1-8 

S  L                                    Romans 12:9-21 

G  A *                                                                  from ELW Hymn #512 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it 

with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

â 
 

 
 
 
First Lesson:               
Jeremiahôs delight in the 
word of the Lord is contra-
dicted by the heaviness of 
Godôs hand upon him and 
Godôs seeming unfaithful-
ness. Godôs tough love to 
Jeremiah says that if he 
repents, he will be allowed 
to continue in his strenu-
ous ministry. Jeremiah is 
strengthened by the simple 
words, ñI am with you.ò  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Lesson:               
Paul presents benchmarks 
for faithful relationships 
with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the 
unflagging standard of our 
behavior. When we en-
counter evil, we do not 
resort to its tactics but 
seek to overcome it with 
good. While Christians 
cannot control the actions 
and attitudes of others, we 
seek to live at peace with 
all people.  

 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand                          
as you are able.   
 
 
 
 
 

15 O L , you know; remember me and 
visit me, and bring down retribution for me 
on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me 
away; know that on your account I suffer 
insult. 
 16 Your words were found, and I ate 
them, and your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart, for I am called 
by your name, O L , God of hosts. 
 17 I did not sit in the company of merry-
makers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight 
of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled 
me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain 
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing 
to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a 
deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 

 19 Therefore thus says the L : If you 
turn back, I will take you back, and you 
shall stand before me. If you utter what is 
precious and not what is worthless, you 
shall serve as my mouth. It is they who 
will turn to you, not you who will turn to 
them. 20 And I will make you to this people 
a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight 
against you, but they shall not prevail over 
you, for I am with you to save you and  
deliver you, says the L . 
 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of 
the wicked and redeem you from the grasp 
of the ruthless. 
  

P : Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  

  

1 Give judgment for me, O L , for I have 
lived with integrity; I have trusted in 
the L  and have not faltered. 

2Test me, O L , and try me; 
examine my heart and my mind. 

3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
I have walked faithfully with you. 

4I have not sat with the worthless, 
nor do I consort with the deceitful.  

5 I have hated the company of evildoers; 

I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, 
O L , that I may go in proces-
sion round your altar, 

7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

8L , I love the house in which you 
dwell and the place where your glory 
abides.   

 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; 
hold fast to what is good; 10love one                
another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. 11Do not lag             
in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope; be patient in                  
affliction; persevere in prayer. 13Contribute 
to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality 
to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; weep with those who 
weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; 
do not be arrogant, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you 

are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the 
sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, ñVengeance is mine; I will repay, 
says the Lord.ò 20Instead, ñif your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, 
give them something to drink, for by doing 
this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.ò 21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.  

 

P: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  



G                                                                                Matthew 16:21-28 
P: The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th Chapter.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
S                                                                                     Interim Pastor Rich Kramer 

 

H    D             Lord, Jesus, You Shall Be My Song               ELW Hymn #808 
 

 

A ô C *                                                                      ELW Page #127 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

      born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

        was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead.* 

     On the third day he rose again;  

        he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

        the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins,  

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

P   I * 

P: ...Merciful God,   

C: hear our prayer.   
 

G   P 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   

C: And also with you.  

 

O  

ã 
 
 
 
 

Gospel:  
After Peter confesses that 
Jesus is ñthe Messiah, the 
Son of the living Godò 

 (16:16), Jesus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of his 
ministry. These words 

prove hard to accept, even 
for a disciple whom Jesus 

has called a ñrock.ò  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day 
This hymn follows the theme  
of the readings and reflects the 

message of the sermon. 
 

*Please stand                          
as you are able.  

 

Creed 
We respond to Godôs word 
together when we say the 
Creed. Creed comes from 
the Latin word ñcredoò 
which means ñI believeò.  
In our worship we use 
either the Apostlesô or 
Nicene Creed. These 

Creeds were written over 
1700 years ago so the 

world would know what 
Christians believe. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
These prayers in the service 
follows the directive of the 
Apostle Paul to young                

Timothy, a pastor:  "I urge, 
then, first of all, that requests, 
prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for 
everyone - for Kings and all 
those in authority, that we may 
live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness".  

 

The Offering 
Another way of                     

responding to Godôs  
Word is by giving                
ourselves and our  
money for the work  
of Christôs Church   

throughout the world.  

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed 
that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 
to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 
the hands of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes and be killed and on the third 
day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, ñGod 
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen   
to you.ò 23But he turned and said to Peter, 
ñGet behind me, Satan! You are a                 
hindrance to me, for you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human 
things.ò   

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, ñIf    any 
wish to come after me, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and  
follow me. 25For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it. 26For 
what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? 
  27ñFor the Son of Man is to come with 
his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has 
been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man  
coming in his kingdom.ò  
  

P: The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



O  S * Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me Paul M. Vasile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

O  P * 

P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
 

T  G  T                                                         ELW page #129 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

T  W   I 
 

L ô  P  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

D   H  C 
 

ä 

*Please stand                          
as you are able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The opening dialogue       
between pastor and               
people that begins the       
Holy Communion part of 
the service. These words,                
dating from the second 
century, are likely the most 
ancient part of the Great 
Thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Distribution 
Communion will be served 
at two stations, center and 
pulpit side. The ushers will 
direct you forward.  
All bread is gluten free. 
Grape juice is available.  
If you would like grape 
juice, please indicate  
that to the server. 
 
 



ELW #879, For the Beauty of the Earth, ELW 
#808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song, ELW 
#710, Let Streams of Living Justice. Gospel 
Acclamation, Lord, Let Your Heart Be Good 
Soil, Offering Song, Glory to God Whose 
Goodness Shines on Me, ELW pg. 208, Lamb 
of God. Paul Vasile. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22289.                
A-800051.  CCLI   License # 1621695.  

L   G                                                                  from ELW pg. 208 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P   C * 
P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled         
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name         
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.   

All: Amen. 
 

B                    

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and       

always.   

C: Amen. 
 

C  H                         Let Streams of Living Justice                   ELW Hymn #710 

 

D  
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!   C: Thanks be to God.  

 

P                                                                                                          Yen Lee Loh 

The Lamb of God  
This is our way of saying 
to God and to each other 
that it was Jesus who died 
for our sins as that perfect 
sacrifice, that perfect lamb 
that was slain for our life. 
It also focuses our atten-
tion on what we are about 
to receive in Holy Com-
munion, which is Christ's 
true body and blood 'given 

and shed for the for-
giveness of sins'. ñThe 

next day [John] saw Jesus 
coming toward him and 
declared, "Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the 
world!" (John 1:29) 

 

 
 
 
 

*Please stand                          
as you are able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing/Benediction 
This prayer asking for 
Godôs blessing upon the 
assembly as we go out 
into the world doing 

Godôs will.  



æ 

 

**Please note that this collaborative event will 

take place in leu of regular Wednesday activities 

on Sept. 23rd so ALL can attend!  



ç 
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United Lutheran Church 
324 Chestnut Street 

Grand Forks, ND 

PH: 701-775-4279 

www.unitedgf.org  

reception@unitedgf.org 
 

Office hours: 

M-TH: 8am - 4pm 

Welcome to worship at United Lutheran Church, we are 
glad you are here.  
Please take a moment to fill out a visitor card in the pew 
and place it in the offering plate.  Restrooms are located in 

the Fellowship Hall directly below the Sanctuary at the bottom of the stairs from the narthex. Check out 
the calendar below for whatƜs happening at United in the week ahead. 

S , A  30 

¶ 10:15am - Worship with Communion (SA) 

11:15am - Coffee Fellowship (FH)
 

T , S  1 

11:00am - Staff Meeting (RM 106)
 

W , S  2 

10:30am - Coffee and Devos (LG)
 

F , S  4 

O  C 
 

S , S  6 

¶ 10:15am - Worship with Communion (SA) 

11:15am - Coffee Fellowship (FH)
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¶ Doorhanger distribution: Doorhangers are a major way we advertise        

to our neighbors. Enjoy a nice walk in the neighborhood while delivering  

doorhangers. Maps and doorhangers are available now on the north side 

ushers table or in the church office. Please deliver by Monday, Sept. 7th.  

¶ Help set-up tables and chairs: 12pm on Sept. 9th - parking lot 

¶ Help prepare Picnic Box Meal: 4pm-7pm on Sept. 9th - Fellowship Hall 

¶ Help during the party by assisting games and tables: 4:30pm - 7:30pm 


